Recent Books
Evolution of the Synagogue: Problems and Progress
Howard Clark Kee, editor
Trinity Press International,
1999
183 pp., $20.00
Here is an essay collection
of nine scholars and researchers into rabbinic Judaism and
early Christianity who investigate the evolution of the
synagogue. The contributions
have grown out of the presentations and discussions of the Philadelphia Seminar
in Christian Origins in the academic year 19951996. Three essays focus on the origins of the synagogue in the land of Israel. This part of the anthology makes clear that the synagogue developed from
a social institution, “a meeting in whatever space was
available and suitable to the construction of increasingly complex worship centers” (p. 2). Only in the
second and third centuries C.E. did the synagogue
become a building, an institutionalized structure.
The synagogues in Galilee at the time of Yeshua were
local village assemblies, a “principal form of local
self-government in which the communal life was expressed and local problems dealt with” (p. 68). The
other six essays deal with the development of the
synagogue in the Diaspora, especially in the prominent places of Syria (Dura-Europos) and Asia Minor (Sardis). They examine archaeological and literary evidence from the historical, rabbinic, and early
Christian sources.
The essays are well-researched and give an excellent introduction into the development of the synagogue, a subject which has “important implications
for historical understanding of both rabbinic Judaism and early Christianity” (p. 3).
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Jewish Temple Imagery in
the Book of Revelation
Robert A. Briggs
Peter Lang, 1999
275 pp., $52.95
This work examines the
temple imagery in the book
of Revelation, which is where
Jewish temple motifs find
their scriptural culmination.
Working from a backgrounds perspective (a most
important avenue in the
study of Revelation), Briggs first traces various
temple themes through the Hebrew Bible and demonstrates how they were utilized in the so-called
Apocalypse. He specifically traces the temple motifs
of the lampstand, the pillar, the altar and incense,
the ark of the covenant, the heavenly temple proper,
and the eschatological temple to find out how they
are continued or changed, clarified, and fulfilled in
Revelation.
Briggs then explores the concept of temple in a
number of noncanonical Jewish writings—the
pseudepigraphic literature, the Dead Sea Scrolls, the
apocryphal books of 1 and 2 Maccabees, The Wisdom of Ben Sira, and Tobit, and finally Philo’s and
Josephus’s writings—assessing the degree to which
sources other than the Old Testament influenced,
shaped and came together in the temple symbolism
of Revelation.
The major conclusion of this study is that “the
temple motifs in Revelation exhibit a great degree
of congruity in meaning and significance with like
figures” in the Hebrew Bible (pp. 215-216), while
other, noncanonical sources are practically not employed. Briggs speculates that the Hebrew Bible is
almost exclusively used for providing the
Apocalypse’s temple imagery because of its character as divine revelation.
The main body of text is well-structured and easily followed, while at the same time extensive notes
and a 33-page bibliography will help those readers
wishing to pursue further study. Briggs certainly has
produced an interesting analysis for all those interested in Jewish temple motifs and/or the book of
Revelation.

The Ancient Synagogue:
The First Thousand Years
Lee I. Levine
Yale University Press,
2000
748 pp., $75.00
Levine, professor of
Jewish history and classical archaeology at the Hebrew University, presents
in this monumental work
an in-depth and comprehensive analysis of the ancient synagogue, its history and all aspects involved
with it.
The book is arranged in two parts. In Part I,
Levine traces the historical development of the synagogue from the Second Temple period to the end of
late antiquity, covering the Greco-Roman and Byzantine periods in both Palestine and the Diaspora.
Included is a synthesis on the function of the synagogue in the late Second Temple period, the first
century C.E. Levine stresses that the synagogue’s primary importance throughout all these periods lay
in its role as a local community center.
Part II is an in-depth discussion of the synagogue
as an institution. Levine describes the synagogue’s
basic features—its architecture and communal dimension, its roles of rabbis, Patriarchs (Nasi), sages,
priests, and women, its liturgy (a description of the
Jewish worship context from late antiquity to a form
which is quite similar to today’s liturgy), and its iconography—and puts the synagogue in its historical
and social context. The book comes equipped with
almost a hundred illustrations, a helpful glossary, an
extensive 70-page bibliography and equally comprehensive 30-page subject index.

Using the latest historical, archaeological, and literary research, The Ancient Synagogue without doubt
contributes immensely to achieving an understanding of ancient Judaism and has also implications for
the relationship of the Jewish community to its pagan and Christian surroundings. Everyone interested
in ancient Jewish and early Christian history will
profit from reading, even browsing through this
book. It’s not hard to predict that Levine’s work will
become the standard work on the ancient synagogue.
Altar Call
Roy Gane
Diadem, 1999
358 pp., $15.00
In 46 bite-size chapters
Gane shows how the services
performed at the sanctuary
on earth, where God resided
with the ancient Israelites,
teach about God’s character
and reveal a God Who is continuing to save human beings and Who invites them
to get in touch with Him where He is now, in His
sanctuary in heaven. By clearly explaining the meanings of the sanctuary services, Altar Call deals with
major issues in the believer’s relationship to God,
including judgment, atonement, the Messiah, His
sacrifice and present work, and salvation.
Gane has produced a reader-friendly and powerful study tool exemplified by simple language, numerous illustrations from everyday life (and from
the rescue of Scott O’Grady in June 1995 from
Bosnia), and a chapter-based study guide at the end.
The combination of fresh scholarship with practical
spirituality is appealing and will enable readers to
review their personal relationship with God.
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